ii6                     THE AGE OF REASON
Revolution began to ruffle the tranquil waters of princely
popular life. Mirabeau, who visited Brunswick in 1786, as it
were on the eve of the French Revolution, left on record his
impression of this eminent prince. " The Duke," he writes,
" will certainly not be thought a common man, even among
men of merit. His person bespeaks depth and penetration and
a desire to please, tempered by fortitude, nay, by sternness.
He is prodigiously laborious, well informed and perspicacious.
However able his first Minister, F6ronce, may be, the Duke
superintends all affairs, and generally decides for himself.
His correspondence is immense, and this he can only owe to
his personal reputation, because he cannot be sufficiently
wealthy to keep so many correspondents in pay. Few great
Courts are so well informed as his." The keen French observer
believed that the Duke, though still a Prussian general who
took the military profession seriously, " appears effectually
to have quitted military glory to betake himself to the cares
of government."1 Mirabeau was convinced that the Duke
was " sincerely desirous of peace," and that he was " by much
the most able prince of Germany." 2
There are some men so universally trusted in respect of both
their character and their capacity that in an emergency their
services are sought upon all sides. It was so with the Duke of
Brunswick. When the French Revolution had broken out, and
France and Austria alike were believed to be in danger, each
from the other, both offered the command of their military
forces to the Duke.
At the time of the French Revolution the Holy Roman
Empire was recognized as an outworn organism, with no life
ia it: it was just " an Emperor reigning over anarchy." In
Goedxe's Faust, at the drinking-scene in Auerbach's Cellar
in Leipzig, Frosch sings:
" Das liebe heiVge rom'sche Reich,
Wie halt's nur nock zusammen ? "
1 Mirabeau, The Secret History of the Court of Prussia^ol. i, pp. 18-21;
Fitzmaurice, op. dt., pp. 35-26.
* Mirabeau, op. cit., vol. i, p. 17.